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Date: 9 March 2009
The Principal/HOD of Science

All Primary, Secondary Schools and Junior Colleges
Dear Sir/Madam,

Shell Singapore Youth Science Festival 

- An Exciting New Event “Shell Astro Challenge” (15 & 29 May 2009)
The Shell Singapore Youth Science Festival is a national event jointly organised by the Science Centre Singapore, the Science Teachers’ Association of Singapore and the Shell Companies in Singapore.  
In 2009, Shell Singapore Youth Science Festival Committee is organising an exciting new activity called “Shell Astro Challenge” to complement the 2009 International Year of Astronomy. 
The following are the objectives of Shell Astro Challenge:

· to give people the opportunity to gain a basic understanding of Astronomy through sky-observing experiences and educational materials; and
· to provide an avenue to connect amateur astronomers, educators and professionals through these activities.
To fulfil its objectives, Shell Astro Challenge seeks the collaboration of schools, astronomy clubs, teachers and students to embark on a nationwide socio-educational event that aims to reach to as many people, new to Astronomy, as possible. 

A Teachers’ Briefing was held on 25 February 2009 during which the committee had gathered feedbacks from teachers regarding the event. Several points were raised: -

1) Limitation of 15 May 2009 with regards to what can be viewed – Moon is not visible during the hours specified and the only planet detectable is Saturn.
2) Some schools will be preparing for examinations during that week.

3) Schools participate in the event because they want to encourage students to be interested in astronomy and schools are more concern about the educational spin-off of the event. The prize is not the main concern and schools are keen to see more prizes rather than limited high value prizes.
After reviewing the comments, the committee has decided to make some changes to the Shell Astro Challenge and they are as follow: -

1) Schools can now choose to hold their viewing exercise on: -

a) either 15 or 29 May 2009 from 8pm to 11pm

b) both 15 and 29 May 2009 from 8pm to 11pm (the committee will only take the higher of the 2 nights’ score for the competition)

2) The revised prizes are as follow: -

· First prize of $ 300 + trophy

· Second prize of $200; and

· Third prize of $100.

All participating schools will be given a “Galileoscope” as a token.



For more information on the Galileoscope, please refer to https://www.galileoscope.org/gs/
Other Useful Information about the Challenge: -
1) Participating schools are to use their own creative means to gather as many people as possible to view the night-sky through telescopes set up on their own campus. The organising committee recommends schools to set up information booths that provide people with materials to understand the basics of Astronomy during the night-sky viewing event. 
2) Schools need not have an Astronomy Club to qualify for the challenge. For schools without an Astronomy Club, they may approach the organising committee for advice on the preparations needed for the event. (Please fill up the attach loan request form)   
3) There is no limit to the number of telescopes that can be set up on the campus. But schools are to provide the organiser with information pertaining to the number and type of telescopes being used. For schools that do not own a telescope, the organising committee will loan a telescope. The lending of telescope will be on a first-come-first-served basis. There should be no questioning, choosing or rejecting the type of telescope being loaned to the school.
4) On 15 and/or 29 May 2009, for the duration of 3 hours, between 2000 – 2300 hours, the number of viewers at each school will be officially registered by Shell Astro Challenge officials stationed at each school. There are two categories of prizes awarded for the Shell Astro Challenge:

· Category 1: The highest number of viewers per school;
· Category 2: The highest number of viewers per telescope.
5) In addition, participating schools are to provide an estimated number of viewers as the press/media will be informed of this event and the reporters will be directed to do news coverage at some of the schools (subject to reporters picking up the news).
6) On 15 May 2009, the planet Saturn is visible and on 29 May 2009, both Saturn and the Moon are visible from 2000 to 2300 hours. To get detailed information of sky events, do use the interactive software available on www.astroviewer.com
The Shell Astro Challenge is opened to all primary, secondary schools and junior colleges. To participate in the Shell Astro Challenge, simply complete the attached registration form. All applications will be acknowledged (via fax or email). As vacancies are limited, applications will be accepted on a first-come-first-served basis. For any enquiries, please do not hesitate to contact Ms Sue Chan at Tel: 6425 2594/91 (Email: sl_chan@science.edu.sg) 

We look forward to your participation in the Shell Astro Challenge.
Yours sincerely

Veronica Heng (Mrs)
Vice-Chairperson, Shell Astro Nite Organising Sub-Committee

Shell Singapore Youth Science Festival Organising Committee 2009
Encl. 

1) Registration Form for Shell Astro Challenge

2) Telescope Loan Request Form
3) Powerpoint with information about the event
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c/o Science Centre Singapore, 15 Science Centre Road, Singapore 609081, Telephone : 6425 2500  Fax : 65659533
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